
 
 

 

The Spring Lake Property Association Board of Directors and member ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Monday, February 

14th  at 6:30 pm. in the SLPA office located at 6100 US Highway 98 in the Spring Lake Shopping Plaza. 

 

The Spring Lake Improvement District will conduct their monthly Board meeting on Wednesday, February 9th  at 10:00 AM in 
the District office.  For more information on District projects and activities go to their web site at: www.springlakefl.com  

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN 

 

Welcome to February in Spring Lake!  It has been a little chilly of late but warming trends 
are just around the corner for us.  Every time I see the temps north of us I am so glad to 
be here.   

Speaking of glad to be here, we’ve got a lot going on in Spring Lake this year.  We have new home construction 
in all villages, Unique Self Storage and Inn the Woods resort construction is moving forward and new businesses 
are planned on Highway 98 that should begin construction in the coming weeks.  

Our 33rd Annual Meeting of the Spring Lake Property Association, Inc. is scheduled for Monday February 14th, 
Valentine’s Day.  You should have received Ballots listing candidates that are offering their time to become 
members of the Board of Directors.  The Annual meeting is the time when the folks that received the majority of 
your votes will be seated on the Board.  If you have not turned in your ballot, please have it in by February 8.  
Per your BYLAWS this meeting is required on the second Monday of February unless a Legal Holiday occurs. 

A Special Thank You for those of you that offered your time and service to the community and another Special 
Thanks for those leaving that have given so much of your time and service.  “You are Appreciated”!   “It has been 
an Honor to Serve”. 

Finally, the Annual Dues Statements were sent out mid-January with payment Due Date of 30 days from the 
Statement date.  Please don’t forget to submit your payment on time.  Due to the great work of our Spring Lake 
Property Association’s Staff in expense management and collections efforts the Annual Dues remained the same 
as last year.  Thank you Lark and Dori!  

Sincerely, 

Phil Gentry 

FYI – It’s that time of year again – HOA dues are being collected.  Many of you are asking what the dues are for.  The primary 
function of the HOA is to enforce deed restrictions.  While much of our funds are used for costs involved in this endeavor 
(stationery, envelopes, stamps, legal fees etc.) we also offer a free notary service, a monthly newsletter, storage building for 
the Lending Closet, approval of plans, specifications, & location of new homes, and annual phone directory.  We also have a 
volunteer Board of Directors who, with your input, discuss and make changes for the betterment of our community.  We have 
a reserve fund in case of a natural disaster or we are forced to relocate our business office for any other reason. 
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Howdy friends and neighbors of Spring Lake. My, how fast did January go! It seems like we just celebrated New 
Year’s Eve. Your New Year’s resolution should have been short, if not, the winds we had blew it into late March. 
I do not know about you but, we have had enough wind and freezing weather this month.  Burrrrrrrr.  I was told 
that Saturday and Sunday the 29 and 30 was the coldest days we have had since 1918.  We need to stop and 
be thankful for all the blessings that we have received this past year. Be thankful that we live in a free country 
and have the things that help make this happen.  We, again, have a lot to be thankful for. On the positive side, 
we are getting some valuable feedback on how we can work together to do a better job in making Spring Lake 
a better place to live.  
 

1. Please help our community stay neat and clean by putting our garbage containers out and back in storage 
in a timely fashion. Leaving them out for five or six days after they have been dumped is not the answer. 
Put out on Thursday and put up on Saturday. 

2. When it comes to yard waste, I do understand that Waste connections do not always pick up when they 
are supposed to. This is when you call Waste Connections and report that your barrels or yard waste has 
not been picked up. (Waste Connections – (863-655-0005)                         

3. Parking on empty lots is trespassing unless you have permission. Please do not part on the street side 
in on empty lots 

 

There are several other things that are noticeable in our neighborhoods.  
1. Trailers and boats with trailers are not allowed to be parked in your driveway or yard in villages 2--6. They 

must be put in your garage or put in storage. Please check your property restrictions, about this matter.  
2. We have some illegal dumping in the HOA. This is illegal, have respect for others and dispose of your 

waste or junk the proper way. We also have noticed residents dumping yard waste and yard clippings on 
an empty lot next to them. This could be considered littering if you are caught and the lot owner presses 
charges. 

3. Please do not drive in or across empty lots. This is private property and unless you have permission, in 
writing on file in the SLPA office from the lot owner to drive on the empty lot,it is a violation and 
trespassing. 

4. Please be informed that if you have dogs that bark constantly for a period of ten minutes or longer it is 
considered a violation of the Highlands County Noise Ordinance. If this happens, please call the County 
Code office, and report the violation. 

 

Several small issues that need to be addressed. 
 

1. Please be aware of anyone that does work for you, (household repair, house-cleaning, caregivers and 
lawn and landscape people to name a few). Making sure you know them and trust them. If needed, get 
a background check on them before something happens or a transaction goes sour. 

2. With our new Bark Park up and going please help by keeping your dog on a leash when walking and 
carry a plastic bag with you to pick up the leftovers. We all need to be Super Duper Pooper Scoopers. 

3. Please look at your address numbers on you house and mailbox, some of them need to be replaced, 
painted or just a face lift. This helps everyone, delivery people, friends, or someone you invited. 

4. I want to thank those of you that make my job easy by calling and reporting any violation in your 
neighborhood.  Please feel free to call me and let me know the address of the violation.    

I want to thank you for a job well done. We could get even better if we just tried to get on a schedule and stick 
with it. I do not like writing citations any better than you like receiving them. If we all worked together and do our 
part, we could be effective and make Spring Lake a better place to live. Feel free to call me anytime with your 
questions or concerns. (217-653-2409) 
Thank you  
Leroy Kaylor 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
*Pinedale Estates will be connected to Spring Lake drinking water throughout this month. This project began 
over 5 years ago, and after securing State Funding 40 residents will be added to the district customer base.   
 
*The Highlands County Recreation and Parks Committee endorsed Pickleball courts in Spring Lake, and at their 
January 18 Board meeting the County Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the $180,000 project with 
a $90,000 grant. The remaining funds are coming from several other sources not part of the district budget. 
 
*Work will soon begin on renovating water plant #1, and the complete rehabilitation of water plant #2, located at 
the site of the old power plant. Monies came from the State Revolving Fund. 
 
*The District Board of Supervisors will have a Public Hearing on Utility Rates and Fees, including out of district 
fees. The Hearing will be held on Wednesday, March 9, 10:00 a.m. at the district office. The regularly scheduled 
Board meeting will take place immediately following the hearing. 
 
*Don't rely on the NextDoor App or Facebook to get your facts on projects and activities in Spring Lake. The 
misinformation and outright fabrications are embarrassing for our community, and you need to ignore them. If 
you want the facts, and the truth, refer to this newsletter, The Breeze, the district web site, and the district email 
blasts. The District Manager is available to speak with you, or meet, by simply contacting the district office. The 
claims made on these apps about government conspiracies, low-income housing, taking down comments, 
payoffs, and hiding information from our residents' border on the edge of scandalous! The District Board and 
various property associations have NO JURISDICTION on rezoning; that is a County function. 
 
Joe DeCerbo 
District Manager 

 

 

  

       

 
Reopened in September, I hope you are all enjoying our three Libraries again.  I am 
delighted with all the book donations we are getting - and I'm squeezing as many books 
as possible into each of our 3 LFLs.  I am always happy to come get book donations or 
deliver requested books or you can put books in one of the large black metal boxes at 
each LFL. When bringing books back, Please DON'T put them in the LFLs because I 

want to keep my promise to sanitize each book before I offer it again.    



 
Trouble is, it is looking like we are having a problem with someone taking a hundred books or more out of the 
LFLs in a single day.  A few years ago, I caught someone in the act doing that!  I suspect she was reselling our 
best, newest books.    
 
Sometimes I forget to put our label inside each book and I always cringe at ’defacing’ our books to make them 
undesirable for resale.   I am writing "NOT FOR SALE" again on as many of our books as possible as a 
deterrent.  These books are for your enjoyment, not for resale.  When it becomes obvious that nobody is taking 
this or that book, I may trade with stewards of other LFLs but the books are never sold. 
 
People ask me what books they should donate. How-to books are very popular, gardening books, craft books, 
art, decorating, travel books, and gorgeous cookbooks.  I even had a book by a carpenter entitled "How to Build 
Your own coffin."    People love biographies, the classics, even old books.  We just got a 1953 Emily 
Post etiquette book.  Fun to see how far we have come but that's for another column.  However, religious books 
languish in our LFLs.  I suggest you offer them to the many churches in our area.  I have a little 'Book Infirmary" 
for simple repairs- covers separated from books, loose pages so that's not a problem.  Put a rubber band around 
it to alert me and I will fix it.  
 
BEFORE YOU DONATE - look inside the first few pages to see if you have a first edition.  It could be worth 
money.  I have found several and returned them to people who were, often, donating books after a loved one 
has died.  One such book was a first edition of one of the most beloved books ever written  - 'TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD.'  This pristine book with its perfect dust cover was worth $11,000.  I gave it back to the family 
and they thanked me with a life-size metal statue of a baby elephant which I had hoped to buy from the estate.   
 
 'Gorgeous George" is the elephant in my office reminding me daily of our Spring Lake P.O.W. George Sekel, 
who became an envoy to three presidents after recovering from his 6th escape during WW2.    He acquired the 
elephant traveling the world for decades representing the United States.  It's not a political statement ( I'm an 
independent)  but a treasured memory of a teenage farm boy who made us proud. 
 
 

 
 
 
AND SO IT GOES TILL NEXT TIME, 
 
Miss Sam Heede 
 The Book Lady   
 

                     
“Reading is a gift. It’s something you can do almost anytime and anywhere. It can be a tremendous 

way to learn, relax, and even escape.” – Richard Carlson 

 



 

 
 

February 4 & 18    Yard Waste Pickup 
February 11 & 25    Bulk Waste Pickup 

 

 
 

 
 

 

If you wish to place an ad in the March newsletter … please let Dori know by February 25th.  

Moving/Items for sale:  2018 Yamaha Golf Cart (purchased new $9,500 (paid $1,200 in 2022 for new 

batteries, cables, checkup); Louisville Ladder 10-foot model L2012-105; dining table and 4 cushioned 

chairs with 2 leaves (seats up to 8); octagon shaped dining table with 4 cushioned chairs on wheels; 

brown side chair; HP Office Jet Pro 6978 printer/scanner/copier, 3 white wood cupboards measuring 

15” W x 25” H with right side handles; 8 wooden shoe cubby shelves each measuring approximately 

2”W x 15”H; and more.  Call for appointment: (863) 655-2630. 

YARD SALE:  February 5th – 7:30 am – 2:00 pm.  Household items and knickknacks.  Ceiling fans, dishes, small 

tables, room decorations and more…. 7517 Honeysuckle Drive  

BOOTH RENTAL AVAILABLE for hair stylist and nail tech at Innovations Beauty Salon.  If interested, 

please call Nicki at (863) 655-4040.    

 

FOR SALE: Beautiful hand-painted cobalt blue wine bottles.  Variety of sizes.  Also have painted canvas 

(abstract) various sizes.  Call Charleyne Uznanski (863) 255-1019. 

 

HELP WANTED: Do you like to sew?  Do you enjoy helping/volunteering your time?  Your help is needed. There 

is a group in Spring Lake that cuts, stuffs, and sews heart pillows for Highlands Regional Medical Center.  These 

pillows are given to patients to help with pain after surgery.  If you are willing and able to volunteer your time and 

talent to help with this project, please contact Patty Davis at (863) 449-0589.  

 

 



 
 
 

SPRING LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Located off Highway 98 at Spring Lake Village II entrance. – 

7408 Valencia Road, at Spring Lake Blvd. Telephone (863) 655-2610 
 

SUNDAY:   We continue to hold services practicing social distancing and for those that are staying home, we 

have our worship service assessable at our website: myspringlakebaptist.org. 

 

  ~Friends and guests invited to visit any week~  

 

 

 
 

SPRING LAKE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
5887 US Highway 98 – Sebring, FL  33876 

Phone (863)655-0713 

Email:  springlakepc@embarqmail.com 

Website:  www.slpc.embarqspace.com 

Our mission is to demonstrate God's love to each other and the world. 

Sunday morning worship service, in the Sanctuary, begins at 10:00 am.  All CDC safety precautions are in 

place and social distancing is practiced.  You may also join us on-line with Zoom. Please call the office for 

instructions. 

Pastors:  John & Harriet Davis 

Hours:  Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am until noon. Hours may vary due to Covid- 19 

Administrative Assistant: Linda Klein 

Office hours - Monday - Thursday from 9 am - 2:00 pm  

Food Pantry:  Third Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to 11:00 am (Spring Lake and Lorida Residents only). 

Donations of food items and money are welcome and needed to help us continue to feed those in need in our 

community. Items that are needed include: peanut butter and jelly, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, canned 

vegetables, cereal, baked beans, canned soup, spaghetti sauce and pasta, canned tuna or chicken, oatmeal, 

Jell-O, pudding, boxed dry potatoes and canned pastas (spaghetti-O's, ravioli, etc.) Food will be distributed to 

those in need in our community this month on February 21st from 9-11 am. 

Please join us in prayer each Friday at 12 pm as we say a short prayer for strength for Christians everywhere 
and a peaceful resolution of the troublesome situations our world is now facing.  
  
Spread the word to your family and friends asking them to join us for these few minutes of prayer on Friday 
afternoons.  We should never give up or back down.  We need to keep praying. 

 
 

  

 

mailto:springlakepc@embarqmail.com
http://www.slpc.embarqspace.com/


SPRING LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Pastor Maureen Baker 
8170 Cozumel Lane           (863) 655-0040 

Sunday Service:  10:00 a.m. 
Adult Sunday school:  8:45 a.m. (suspended temporarily) 

Email: umc.springlake@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
Live Stream on Facebook @ Spring Lake UMC Sebring 
 
Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall (everyone is welcome) 

 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of LORIDA 
 

Rev. Wayne Godwin, Pastor 

Mike Negley, Children/Youth Pastor 

P.O. Box 267, 1927 Blessings Avenue, Lorida, Fl. 33857 

Church Phone 863-655-1878 

http://fbclorida.org 

 

Our services are as follows: 

 

Sunday school (all ages): 9:00 am    Fellowship: 10:00 am 

Sunday morning worship: 10:30 am    Sunday evening worship: 6:30 pm 

Wednesday prayer meeting: 6:30 pm  

February brings the opportunity to hear two great gospel concerts at FBC Lorida.  The WACASTERS return on 

February 13th and MARK V returns on February 27th. Both concerts begin at 6:30 pm and the cost is just a love 

offering.  The Wacasters have won several awards for their music and you can tell the drummer enjoys his part!  

All of them sing.  Mark V got its beginnings with the Pickering family.  This group peppers its concert with humor 

and quartet style music.  Hope to see you at both concerts! 

 

Ladies Bible study meets on Thursday mornings at 10 am.  All ladies are invited.  The current Bible study is 

“Where Do We Go From Here?” by Dr. David Jeremiah.  If you have questions call Ouida at (863) 273-2483 or 

the church office. 

 

HELP WANTED: We are looking for a music worship leader and the children’s leader position hasn’t yet been 

filled. 
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For the month of January (2) two burglaries were reported on the 13th in the 800 block of Spring Lake Blvd. and 
the 5900 block of Thunder Road. Please remember to lock your vehicles and home to possibly avoid such an 
occurrence. 
 
The sheriff's department is still very short staffed on road deputies. Thus, Sgt. Gunn will not be back to her 
previous position as our liaison anytime soon. I have also spoken w/HCSO in regards to the upcoming 
neighborhood meeting. This has been canceled till they can fill some positions. I will keep you posted. 
 
The info below came to me through a Facebook post I believe is very important to share with my neighbors. 
PLEASE READ AND SHARE, AS THIS COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE OR SOMEONE YOU HOLD TRUE TO 
YOUR HEART. 
 
If you are ever lost while hiking, get stranded with a broken down vehicle, etc. and you notice your mobile 
phone is either low on battery or has no signal, here is a tip that very well may save your life: 
 
"Immediately change the voicemail on your phone to a message that gives your approximate location, 
the time, the date, your situation (lost, out of gas, car broke down, injured, etc.) and any special 
instructions such as you are staying with the car, you are walking towards a town, etc...The best part of 
this is, even if your mobile phone dies or stops working, voicemail still works, so anyone calling your 
phone looking for you will hear the message and know where to find you or where to send help. Pass 
the message on it may help save a life." 
 

 

 
 
 
 
THIS MONTH'S ARTICLES INCLUDE: 
Dog Club Meeting (Prev. postponed from January) 
FREE Annual Winter Dog Obedience & Behavioral Classes 
Toxic Sago Palms to dogs - A MUST READ! 
 
SPRING LAKE DOG CLUB MEETING will be held Saturday, February 12th, 400pm at the Bark Park, under the 
large pavilion. All visitors and members are encouraged to attend this meeting. Discussion will include but not 
be limited to, Easter Egg Hunt, free winter dog obedience/behavioral classes, shade in the play areas, BBQ, play 
dates and open forum/discussion. This is the time to have your voices heard about anything pertaining to the 
club and/or the dog park. You are welcome to bring your fur kid(s) and plan to arrive early to let them run off 
some steam prior to the meeting. Picnic benches are available for seating or you may bring your own chair to 
social distance. Hope to see you and your pooch! 
 

FREE Annual Winter Dog Obedience & Behavioral Modification Classes: Will be held for 4 consecutive 
Saturdays, starting on February 12th after the dog club meeting. The remaining classes will start at 430pm on 
2/19, 2/26 and 3/5. Your dog must be current on all vaccines (bring a copy of records or verified ahead of time 
by instructor speaking w/veterinarian staff) and pre-registered. To preregister, call 863-381-8052. Space will be 
limited. Classes will be held at the Bark Park. 

 

 



Sago Palms are very popular in our community of Spring Lake and extremely toxic to our dogs. You will see 
them in many landscapes and as Bonsai houseplants. If you walk your dog, stay far away and know what their 
seeds/nuts look like. Please google for pics of Sago Palms and other varieties of toxic palms. Also very popular 
to our area and highly toxic are caladiums. Lake Placid is the caladium capital of the world, so these varieties 
abound in our county. If you have some spare time research plants toxic to dogs inside and outside your home. 
You will be surprised by how many plants you commonly see are so highly toxic. Below is a short article on the 
Sago Palms to get you started (article taken from the Pet Poison Hotline). 

“Sago palms are naturally found in tropical/subtropical environments; they are also used as ornamental Bonsai 
houseplants. These palms are members of the Order Cycadacae; genera Cycads, Macrozamia, and Zamias. 
Examples of the cycad family include Cycad (Cycas cirinalis), Japanese cycad (Cycad revolute), Coontie plant 
(Zamia pumila), and Cardbord palm (Zamia furfuracea). All parts of sago palm are considered poisonous, with 
the seeds (nuts) being the most toxic part of the plant. Sago palm contains cycasin, which is the primary active 
toxic agent resulting in severe liver failure in dogs. Ingestion results in acute gastrointestinal signs (e.g., drooling, 
inappetance, vomiting, and diarrhea) within 15 minutes to several hours after ingestion. Central nervous system 
signs (e.g., weakness, ataxia, seizures, tremors, etc.) and severe liver failure can be seen within 2-3 days post-
ingestion. Clinical signs include vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, inappetance, abnormal fluid accumulation in the 
abdomen, abdominal pain, jaundice, and black-tarry stool. Aggressive decontamination and treatment should be 
initiated. Even with aggressive treatment, the survival is about 50%.” 

If you suspect your dog or cat ate sago palm, call your veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline immediately for life-
saving treatment recommendations. 

 
“Ever consider what our dogs must think of us? I mean, here we come back from a grocery store with the most 
amazing haul, chicken, pork, half a cow. They must think we’re the greatest hunters on earth!” — Anne Tyler 

 

 
 

THE SPRING LAKE WELCOME COMMITTEE 
Would like to remind you that when you move into Spring Lake, please call the Spring Lake Property Office at 
655-2230 with your telephone number and your e-mail address.  We have our own telephone book for Spring 
Lake Property Owners and you can access our monthly newsletter through the SLPA website.  The website 
is https://springlakepropertyassociation.com.  
 
There is a “Lending Closet” for the convenience of Spring Lake Residents.  On hand are walkers, wheelchairs, 

shower chairs, crutches, and other supplies.  If there is something you need to borrow, contact Susan Holloway 

at (704-813-1867).  

 

REMEMBER you need to go to the SLPA website and download an application for a permit if you are going to 

make any changes to the outside (excluding landscape) of your home.  There is no cost for our permit.  Once it 

has been completed you may drop it off in the mail slot on the office door, or email it back 

(slpa2230@embarqmail.com) 

 

For a list of sex offenders/predators in Highlands County visit:  http://www.sheriffalerts.com. You can also find 
a link to this and other important information at the Highlands County Sheriff’s website - 
http://www.highlandssheriff.org 
 
Be aware of what’s going on in Spring Lake.  There is a developer’s update posted on Spring Lake Improvement 
District’s website to keep you in the know. Their website is www.springlakefl.com 

https://springlakepropertyassociation.com/
mailto:slpa2230@embarqmail.com
http://www.highlandssheriff.org/
http://www.springlakefl.com/


IMPORTANT NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 

 

Highlands County Sheriff  402-7200  Elder Abuse Hotline   800-962-273 

Sebring Police Department   471-5107  HCSO Victim Advocate  402-7357  

Lake Placid Police Department  699-3759  Peace River Center (Domestic Violence) (863)413-2709 

Avon Park Police Department 453-6622  Ambulance & Sheriff  385-5111  

EMS     402-6630  Animal Control   402-6730 

Lorida Fire Department 911 or 655-0122  HC Humane Society   655-1522 

Waste Connections of Florida 655-0005  Florida Game & Wildlife  800-282-8002 

Spring Lake Improvement Dist. 655-1715  Pet Poison Hotline   800-213-6680 

Poison Control   800-222-1222  FWC – toll free #   888-404-3922 

 

TO REPORT A CRIME 

911 OR 402-7200 

Highlands County Fair 

http://www.hcfair.net 

Open Date: 

Fri, Feb 04, 2022 
Close Date: 

Sat, Feb 12, 2022 

Location: 

Highlands County Fairgrounds 
775 Magnolia Avenue 
Sebring, FL  33876 
 

Additional Features: 

Commercial Vendors, Designated Parking, Entertainment Children's, Food, Midway Rides 

This info may change due to circumstances, please verify details before venturing out. 
 
 

PLEASE be considerate of walkers while you are driving in your vehicle or golf cart. Slow down!  Sometimes, 

our elderly walkers aren’t very stable, some folks walk with pets and/or small children and if you don’t move over 

and give them some room and they were to stumble, the dog gets loose, the kids take off, people fall down, well, 

hopefully you get the picture.  This could be a real disaster.  Please remember pedestrians have the right of way.  

Thank you! 

 

With all that has been happening during this pandemic, people are shopping from their homes more often.  This 

has caused a huge increase in packages being delivered by delivery services (USPS, Fed Ex, UPS, etc.) and 

occasionally a package will be mistakenly delivered to the wrong address.  If this happens to you and you are 

the recipient of a package that doesn’t belong to you – PLEASE do the right thing and return it either to the place 

it should have been delivered, or to the delivery service.  Be kind to your neighbors! 

 

 

http://www.hcfair.net/
https://www.eventcrazy.com/Sebring-FL/attractions/details/6179-Highlands-County-Fairgrounds


 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

The businesses listed above have been supportive of the SLPA community.  
Please support them as well. 

 

The SLPA office will be closed on 
Monday, February 21st in honor of 

President’s day. 


