
 
 

 

The Spring Lake Property Association Board of Directors and member meeting will be held on Monday, April 11th at 6:30 pm. 

in the SLPA office located at 6100 US Highway 98 in the Spring Lake Shopping Plaza. 

 

The Spring Lake Improvement District will conduct their monthly Board meeting on Wednesday, April 13th at 10:00 AM in the 
District office.  For more information on District projects and activities go to their web site at: www.springlakefl.com  

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN 
 

Well, one month in and already there’s a LOT happening with your Property Owners 
Association! First, I did indeed survive my first meeting, which was long, but went fairly 
smoothly. Thank you to ALL who attend those meetings each month. While I certainly feel 
that “Wheel of Fortune” and “Jeopardy” are far more entertaining to watch, I absolutely 

appreciate your attendance and support during our evening meetings. Now to convince the ice cream shop to 

stay open late on our meeting nights – hint, hint. 😊 

  
We established a mini committee to begin looking at a few of our restrictions and by-laws, as some of those 
items are perhaps a bit dated, with some elements approaching 50 years old. A lot has changed in our culture 
since then, and we are certainly overdue to look at things, question them, and work together to find common 
sense solutions that work for the overall improvement of our community. Additionally, once we’ve completed 
whatever proposal for changes that we may come up with, we promise to look at everything again in five years 
or so in an effort to not let ourselves fall quite so far behind in the future. 
  
The revenues and overall budget for the POA look very healthy already in this young year, and we’ll continue to 
update you as 2022 progresses. Our office staff is outstanding and stays on top of the day-to-day operations 
very well, so I believe that this will be another great year for us. 
  
At our April meeting, we’ll receive a presentation on the soon-arriving High-Speed Internet option from Xfinity. 
What?! High-speed internet?! Indeed…..it’s long overdue, but (thankfully) just around the corner! Be sure to 
attend on April 11 to hear all about it. 
  
Until then, I hope to see you around the neighborhood. Stay safe, everyone! 
Don Elwell 
Board President 
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 Howdy friends and neighbors of Spring Lake. Well, the month of March has come and gone without much activity 
in the weather or change in the culture of Spring Lake. As I was driving around Spring Lake looking at the 
properties, I realized that there are many residents that have beautiful homes that are well kept and then I also 
saw several places that could use some tender loving care. If we all jump in together, we could make Spring 
Lake even a better place to live. Another thing that came to mind is the number of complaints that we get at the 
office is that if you see someone do something wrong - you think you can do it. Just because someone else does 
something wrong does not make it right for you to do it. If we just went by the restrictions from the property 
association, we could make a difference instead of adding to the problems. We always need to keep our mind 
open and be thankful for the things that we have today and do what is right. On the positive side, we are getting 
some valuable feedback on how we can work together to do a better job in making Spring Lake a better place 
to live.  

1. As mentioned earlier in this letter, the restrictions for Spring Lake can be found online on our website: 
springlakepropertyassociation.com. 

2. Please help our community stay neat and clean by putting your garbage containers out and back in 
storage in a timely fashion. Leaving them out for five or six days after they have been emptied is not the 
answer. Put out on Thursday and put up on Saturday. 

3. Parking on empty lots is trespassing unless you have permission.  Please do not part on the street side 
near empty lots                       

4. Please do If your yard waste and bulk waste does not get picked up on the designated day, please call 
Waste Connections – (863-655-0005) 

There are several other things that are noticeable in our neighborhoods: 
1. Trailers and boats with trailers are not allowed to be parked in your driveway or yard in villages 2--6. They 

must be put behind an enclosed fence, put in your garage or put in storage. Please check your property 
restrictions, about this matter.  

2 Please do not park or drive in or across empty lots. This is private property and unless you have 
permission to park or drive on the empty lot is a violation. 

3 Please be informed that if you have dogs that bark constantly for a period of ten minutes or longer it is 
considered a violation. If this happens, please call the County Code office, and report the violation. 

Several small issues that need to be addressed: 
1. With our new Bark Park up and going please help by keeping your dog on a leash when walking and 

carry a plastic bag with you to pick up the leftovers. We all need to be Super Duper Pooper Scoopers. 
2. Please look at your address numbers on you house and mailbox, some of them need to be replaced, 

painted or just a face lift. This helps everyone, delivery people, friends, or someone you invited. 
3. I want to thank those of you that make my job easy by calling and reporting any violation in your 

neighborhood. Please feel free to call me and let me know the address of the violation.  
4. We want to work with you on all matters that pertain to your property. Feel free to call us at any time and 

let us know what is on your mind and we will try and work with you. 
5. Please be aware that if you build anything outside of your home or add something to the outside you 

must have a permit, please call the office, (863-655-2230) and get an application for whatever 
improvement you want to make. 

6. One final but critical issue is that we are getting several drivers driving over the speed limit. The fastest 
speed you can drive in Spring Lake is 35 mph.  I have seen cars go by the community center 50 or 55 
mph. There are children playing in that area and there are golf carts on the streets that do not move that 
fast. Please drive with caution and slowdown in Spring Lake. 

I want to thank you for a job well done. We could get even better if we just tried to get on a schedule and stick 
with it. I do not like writing citations any better than you like receiving them. If we all worked together and do our 
part, we could be effective and make Spring Lake a better place to live. Feel free to call me anytime with your 
questions or concerns. (217-653-2409) 

Thank you. Leroy Kaylor 



 

 

 
 

 
*Beginning April 1st new utility rates and fees go into effect. A detailed description of the costs can be viewed on 
our website at www.springlakefl.com or you can secure a copy at the District Office. 
 
*Convicted felon, Dan Merrell, pleaded guilty to defrauding close to two dozen Spring Lake residents last year. 
His sentencing is scheduled for May and his sentence can be reduced if he fulfills his commitment to return the 
deposits he received. He is looking at 6 years if he provides refunds, or up to 15 years if he doesn't. DO NOT 
under any circumstances give deposits to contractors or repair people without knowing if they are legitimate and 
licensed by the County. 
 
*COMCAST representatives attended the March SLID Board meeting and confirmed that residents will be able 
to connect to high-speed fiber optic by this summer, and the entire District will be connected by no later than the 
end of the year. The next issue of The Breeze will detail the process and timetable for this project. 
 
*The District is currently advertising for two full time positions in our Field and Drainage Department. Applications 
are available on our website or can be picked up at the District Office. Deadline to apply is April 11 
 
*The proposed Fire/EMS station for Spring Lake passed both the House and Senate and has been sent to the 
Governor. If the project escapes a veto, site preparation could begin as early as this summer. A huge thank you 
to Senator Albritton and Representative Tuck for their sponsorship and support of this project.  
 
 *The District Office will be closed on Good Friday, April 15th.  
 
Joe DeCerbo 
District Manager 
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THE BOOKWORM, our Eco Park LFL,  is still in the recovery stage but  again inviting 
visitors.  Since it is patched up somewhat, I am squeezing as many books into that dear 
repurposed dinghy and both of the other  two LFLs as possible.  If you don't see 
something you want, please (as always)  call me and request it.   I deliver too. 

Our book donations continue to contain  a cornucopia of  extremely-varied reading 
material.  I am so grateful to you all.  Appreciative neighbors are always thanking me but, truth be known, it is all 
of you who deserve the praise!   This continued success does not happen without you.  Our huge library of 
donated books outgrew the available shelf storage in my 2 1/2 car garage more than a year ago.  Now 4 
MORE  floor-to-ceiling, 5-shelf each, shelving units have joined the existing ones and they are already filling up 
too.  It is a wonderful problem to have ! 

As we come into  March and April, it is more important than ever to remind you to close the lids on the black 
boxes at each LFL and always latch the doors.  Last week the Eco Park LFL black box was filled with 3-4 inches 
of rain water and MANY soaking-wet new, hard-covered favorite authors' books - Balducci, Paterson, Woods, 
Custler - had to be tossed out. 

Conversely, after a long 'dry spell', we suddenly have a huge amount of children's books.  Please watch for them 
and take several for each of your children or grandchildren.  If they fall in love with a book, they are welcome to 
keep it.  Even better, suggest they share it with a friend. or trade it for a book in one of the many other LFLs in 
Highlands County. 

On March 22, 2022, I got the CNN HEALTH NEWSLETTER.  Access this free newsletter at:  

 CNN HEALTH<resultsarein@newsletters.cnn.com> 

TO WIT:   I read that the Omicron variant survives at least twice as long on surfaces such as plastic, paper, and 
skin as the original strain, which may explain why this variant  (though seemingly less dangerous)  is so 
contagious.  The original Wuhan strain survived for about 56 hours.  Most of the other variants have lasted more 
than twice that long on surfaces.. 

Read this  long, detailed article for yourself. It concluded with saying the Omicron variant could still be detected 
for about 7 days on some of these surfaces.  It survived longer on tissue and printer paper too.  I have no medical 
background at all and am just trying to offer you whatever I can for your consideration.  Form your own 
conclusions. 

I will continue to 'sanitize' our books every time I find them in the black donation boxes and each time one of 
our  generous neighbors makes a book donation to us.  Even then, these books will not be restocked  for several 
days. I'm O.K. with this.  You're worth it. 

WHEN YOU WANT TO GET AWAY FOR A WHILE, LOSE YOURSELF IN A GOOD BOOK ! 

AND SO IT GOES TILL NEXT TIME, 
 
Miss Sam Heede 
 The Book Lady   
 
“One glance at a book and you hear the voice of another person, perhaps someone dead for 1,000 years. To read is to 

voyage through time.”  ― Carl Sagan 
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April 1,15,29    Yard Waste Pickup 
April  8, 22    Bulk Waste Pickup 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

If you wish to place an ad in the May newsletter … please let Dori know by April 25th . 

MOVING/ITEMS FOR SALE:  dining table and 4 cushioned chairs with 2 leaves (seats up to 8); brown side 

chair;, 3 white wood cupboards measuring 15” W x 25” H with right side handles.  Call for appointment: (863) 

655-2630. 

FOR SALE: Beautiful hand-painted cobalt blue wine bottles.  Variety of sizes.  Also have painted canvas 

(abstract) various sizes.  Call Charleyne Uznanski (863) 255-1019. 

 

ITEMS PRICED TO SELL!  64" projection TV; 5-piece lanai furniture set (loveseat, coffee table, 2 chairs & 

rocker); 5'x 6' oak entertainment center; 7' avocado green cloth sofa.  Call for appointment to see 989-387-

0990 

 

FOR SALE: Porter Cable 10” table saw with Dodo blades; DeWalt 12” Miter Saw; Delta 6” Jointer and several 

other power tools.  Call (863) 253-9301. 

 

 
 
 

SPRING LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Located off Highway 98 at Spring Lake Village II entrance. – 

7408 Valencia Road, at Spring Lake Blvd. Telephone (863) 655-2610 
 

SUNDAY:   We continue to hold services practicing social distancing and for those that are staying home, we 

have our worship service assessable at our website: myspringlakebaptist.org. 

 

  ~Friends and guests invited to visit any week~  

 

 

“The secret of happiness is to have a bad memory” 



SPRING LAKE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
5887 US Highway 98 – Sebring, FL  33876 

Phone (863)655-0713 

Email:  springlakepc@embarqmail.com 

Website:  www.slpc.embarqspace.com 

Our mission is to demonstrate God's love to each other and the world. 

Sunday morning worship service, in the Sanctuary, begins at 10:00 am.  Social distancing is practiced.  Join us 
for coffee and fellowship immediately following the service in the church  Fellowship Hall.  You may also  join 
us on-line with Zoom. Please call the office for instructions. 
Pastors:  John & Harriet Davis 

Hours:  Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am until noon. Hours may vary due to Covid- 19 

Administrative Assistant: Linda Klein 

Office hours - Monday - Thursday from 9 am - 2:00 pm  

 
Food Pantry:  Third Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. Food will be given out this month on 
April 19, 2022.  Food & monetary donations are needed and appreciated. 

 

 
SPRING LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Pastor Maureen Baker 

8170 Cozumel Lane           (863) 655-0040 
Sunday Service:  10:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday school:  8:45 a.m. (suspended temporarily) 
Email: umc.springlake@gmail.com 

 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
Live Stream on Facebook @ Spring Lake UMC Sebring 
 
Tuesday Bible Study is on hiatus until September 
 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of LORIDA 
 

Rev. Wayne Godwin, Pastor 

Mike Negley, Children/Youth Pastor 

P.O. Box 267, 1927 Blessings Avenue, Lorida, Fl. 33857 

Church Phone 863-655-1878 

http://fbclorida.org 

Our services are as follows: 

Sunday school (all ages): 9:00 am    Fellowship: 10:00 am 

Sunday morning worship: 10:30 am    Sunday evening worship: 6:30 pm 

Wednesday prayer meeting: 6:30 pm  

April Happenings at 1st Baptist Lorida: 

• Tom Shelton in Concert - 6:30 pm - April 3 
• No Wednesday evening service   - April 13 
• In Remembrance Service with Communion - 6:30 pm - Thurs.,April 14 - 
• Easter Egg Hunt -  Grades - K through 5th - Sat., April 16 
• Easter Sunrise Service - Sun. 7:00 am - Breakfast following - April 17 
• Morning Worship Service - Sun 10:30 am - April 17 
• No Sunday School or Evening Worship Service - Sun., April17 
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Glad to say we had no reported crimes for the month of March. Listed below are not crimes but deputies 
responding to calls for assistance. 
 
Family Disturbance               Blazing Star Rd 
Non-Family Disturbance        Coral Ridge Rd 
Missing Juvenile                    Honeysuckle Dr. 
 
During Sebring Race weekend, a syringe and what appeared to be drug paraphernalia along with trash in the 
toilet were found in the men's restroom at the Bark Park. Neighbors who venture out during the night hours, 
please contact the sheriff's office if you see something suspicious. Let's keep our neighborhood one of the safest 
Highlands County communities to live in. 
 
March activities included a Neighborhood Watch meeting with one of our road deputies, Jacobs.  Discussions 
included Human Trafficking & Speeding.  Neighbors were given examples of human trafficking and to see 
something say something. Anytime, in the very near future, an electronic mobile device which measures your 
speed will be placed on Spring Lake Blvd and Duane Palmer Blvd. Please watch your speed as we do not want 
any more animals to be killed, property destroyed or worse yet, a neighbor being struck. 
 
Please continue to lock your vehicles and homes. We can prevent some crimes by making it more difficult for 
criminals to gain entry. 
 
Stay safe n' happy!!!  We are truly blessed to live in Spring Lake. 

 

 
 
 
March was a very busy time for our Bark Park. With so many new neighbors, visitors and great weather, many 
days the parking area was spilling over onto the grass. Our park has grown in popularity with not only our 
community, but neighboring communities discovering our dog's own piece of paradise. Please encourage the 
"newbies" to read the park rules. Most are in place for the safety of our dogs and their owners. 
 
The 3rd annual free month long obedience class was held for our community. It ended with a 
mobility equipment day where dog's were exposed to wheelchairs, walkers and canes. The dogs did wonderful 
as the owners imprinted their pups in a positive and upbeat way. Thank you to the Spring Lake Lending Closet 
for allowing us to utilize some of their equipment. 
 
On Saturday, April 2nd starting at 3:00pm, our 3rd annual Dog Easter EGGstravaganza will be held at the Bark 
Park. All are invited to join in the fun. Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly (call/text 863-381-8052). We will 
have plastic eggs for the dog/owner to find along with some containing a lucky prize paper. These will be 
exchanged at the gift table with owners selecting the appropriate gift(s) for their pup.  Owners who wish to have 
their dogs participate in the hunt are asked to bring 2 unwrapped dog treats/toys.  A BBQ of hot dogs, sausage 
and hamburgers will be provided. You are asked to bring a side dish to share. Many pools will be set up for the 
dogs to cool off in; owners are welcome to join them. And what Easter Party would not be complete without 
kodak moments with the EASTER BUNNY. We will taking photos of your dog and you are welcome to take some 
of your own. We encourage you to bring a chair, your own drinks and a towel to dry off your dog. Dogs must be 
dry to have photos taken with the Easter Bunny. 
 
Hope you and your pup will join us in this FUN event! 



           

 “If I was granted one wish, I would wish my best friend could live as long as I do!”   
 

 



 
 

THE SPRING LAKE WELCOME COMMITTEE 
Would like to remind you that when you move into Spring Lake, please call the Spring Lake Property Office at 
655-2230 with your telephone number and your e-mail address.  We have our own telephone book for Spring 
Lake Property Owners and you can access our monthly newsletter through the SLPA website.  The website 
is https://springlakepropertyassociation.com.  
 
If you are interested in submitting an article to this newsletter about something that pertains to Spring Lake, 

please bring a copy of the proposed article to the office, or email it to slpa2230@embarqmail.com.  Remember, 

no religious (excluding local church information) or political articles will be published. 

 

There is a “Lending Closet” for the convenience of Spring Lake Residents.  On hand are walkers, wheelchairs, 

shower chairs, crutches, and other supplies.  If there is something you need to borrow, contact Susan Holloway 

at (704-813-1867).  

 

REMEMBER you need to go to the SLPA website and download an application for a permit if you are going to 

make any changes to the outside (excluding landscape) of your home.  There is no cost for our permit.  Once it 

has been completed you may drop it off in the mail slot on the office door, or email it back 

(slpa2230@embarqmail.com). If you received a letter and permit for having a gazebo, pergola, or sunshade 

and have not returned it – PLEASE do so at your earliest convenience. 

 

For a list of sex offenders/predators in Highlands County visit:  http://www.sheriffalerts.com. You can also 

find a link to this and other important information at the Highlands County Sheriff’s website - 

http://www.highlandssheriff.org 
 

With all that has been happening during this pandemic, people are shopping from their homes more often.  This 

has caused a huge increase in packages being delivered by delivery services (USPS, Fed Ex, UPS, etc.) and 

occasionally a package will be mistakenly delivered to the wrong address.  If this happens to you and you are 

the recipient of a package that doesn’t belong to you – PLEASE do the right thing and return it either to the place 

it should have been delivered, or to the delivery service.  Be kind to your neighbors! 

 

PLEASE……………..SLOW DOWN! 
PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE of those who use our streets.  If you have a pool or lawn service, please ask them 

to park off of the street or in your driveway– not in the middle of the road – so others can get by them. If you are 

riding a bicycle, golf cart, or just walking, please be considerate of vehicular traffic – move over to the golf 

cart/bicycle/walking lane.    And a reminder to all drivers, please obey the speed limits in our community. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 

April 11th  a representative from Comcast will be at our Board/Member meeting to give a brief 
presentation of their upcoming plans for Fiber Optics in Spring Lake.  This will be a good meeting to 
attend if you are interested in high speed internet. 

 

 

 

https://springlakepropertyassociation.com/
mailto:slpa2230@embarqmail.com
mailto:slpa2230@embarqmail.com
http://www.highlandssheriff.org/


AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE…… 
 

 

 
 

We DO NOT recommend burning yard debris during our current dry conditions. Until 
weather conditions improve, please contact your local waste management center for 
alternative methods on how to dispose of your yard waste. 

 

 

CALL WASTE CONNECTIONS AT (863) 655-0005 FOR HELP WITH DISPOSING OF DEBRIS. 

ALSO… 

REMEMBER: If you have any type of appliance to dispose of, call Waste Connections at the above 

number BEFORE you set it out for pick up. To avoid receiving a violation notice, do not put any trash 

out before Thursday before the scheduled Friday pick up day. 
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